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BROADCAST
Fox and Friends – 9/7/13
Denise Corliss, Bretagne, and Genelle Guzman McMillan reconnect with Fox & Friends
anchors for their online viewing audience to discuss the upcoming documentary,
”Hero Dogs of 9/11” to air on September 10, at 8 P.M. (E/T) on Animal Planet.
PRINT
New York Times – 9/4/13
New York Times Online – 9/3/13
In a Puzzle, a Clearer Look at 9/11
A dozen years of distance expands the options for documentarians who want to mark
the anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks, but it requires insight and subtlety to take full
advantage of the possibilities. “The Flag,” an absorbing film by Michael Tucker and
Petra Epperlein, being broadcast on Wednesday night on CNN, has both of those
qualities, making it as rewarding as it is thought-provoking. Other Sept. 11 works
coming up in the next few days — “9/11: The Heartland Tapes,” on the Smithsonian
Channel, and “Hero Dogs of 9/11,” on Animal Planet — have merit as well, but
“The Flag” does more than simply retell the familiar story or push the obvious
buttons.
The Animal Planet program “Hero Dogs of 9/11,” on Tuesday night, could
have used some of this sensibility. It’s full of interesting information and anecdotes
about the roles dogs played in the World Trade Center disaster: the scores of searchand-rescue animals at the scene, a guide dog that accompanied a blind man down the
stairs in one tower, and more. But the material is served up with an overheated
narration and cheap-looking re-enactments that detract rather than add. Animal
Planet is not the place to go for refined filmmaking, but it knows animals, and the
program is rich in details about what the search dogs faced. Protecting their feet was
a problem, initially, because the metal of the ruins was hot. As the days wore on, dogs
that were trained in rescue (rather than in the recovery of remains) began to lose
their drive to search, because almost no survivors were being found.
http://images.burrellesluce.com/image/5011CX/5011CX_8448
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/04/arts/television/the-flag-on-cnn-examines-alingering-mystery.html?_r=0&adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1378306874vBCvyx1Mn9fkc5iyYPMpeQ
The Wall Street Journal – 9/6/13
WSJ.com – 9/5/13
Last Chance for Love
Hero Dogs of 9/11, Tuesday at 8 p.m. on Animal Planet: The work of the 300
search-and-rescue dogs who plowed through the smoky rubble at Ground Zero
searching for survivors—as we see them doing here—may be generally known, but not
in the kind of detail "Hero Dogs of 9/11" provides. The dogs needed rubber boots to
prevent the burning of their paws, and veterinarians on site to treat them for inflamed
eyes and dehydration. A fascinating hour, all too brief.
http://images.burrellesluce.com/image/5011CX/5011CX_8450
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323623304579056922307320650.ht
ml?KEYWORDS=Animal+Planet
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ONLINE
FoxNewsInsider.com – 9/7/13
Rescue Dogs: The Unsung Heroes of 9/11
As the 12th anniversary of the September 11th terrorist attacks approaches, Animal
Planet is honoring some of the less recognized heroes – rescue dogs. More than 300
dogs helped find life beneath the rubble on 9/11. Genelle Guzman was the last
survivor to be pulled out after a dog detected her buried in the debris. Animal Planet is
airing a documentary called “Hero Dogs of 9/11” which highlights Guzman’s story.
She joined Fox & Friends Weekend to share her story along with rescue dog Brittany,
who was there that fatal day. Guzman was working for the Port Authority on the 64th
floor of 1 World Trade Center and managed to make it to the 13th staircase when the
building collapsed. She was buried under the rubble for approximately 27 hours before
a rescue dog, like Brittany, helped pinpoint her location.
http://foxnewsinsider.com/2013/09/07/rescue-dogs-unsung-heroes911#ixzz2ePSnCEDp
NYPost.com – 9/10/13
Canine Crusaders get their just due in ‘Hero Dogs of 9/11’
In the aftermath of the attack on the World Trade Center, heroes came in all shapes,
sizes and species. Animal Planet’s “Hero Dogs of 9/11” tells the remarkable tale of
how dogs played an important part on America’s darkest day. “We wanted to just
celebrate dogs and we felt that this theme would really transcend typical 9/11
stories,” said executive producer Tanya Kelen. The hour-long special tells the
remarkable stories of three survivors, including Genelle Guzman-McMillan, the last
person pulled alive from the rubble. According to eyewitness accounts, GuzmanMcMillan was found buried alive by search and rescue dogs. This emotional special,
told through first-person accounts, archival photos, videos and striking recreations,
focuses on the 27 hours after the planes struck the Twin Towers and the over 300
dogs that came from across the continent to help.
http://nypost.com/2013/09/10/canine-crusaders-get-their-just-due-in-hero-dogs-of911/
TodayShow.com – 9/10/13
9/11 ‘hero dog’ saved woman trapped in rubble for 27 hours
On Sept. 11, 2001, Genelle Guzman-McMillan was working in her office in the World
Trade Center when she heard a terrible noise outside. As she raced down the stairs,
she felt the building collapse around her. Twenty-seven hours later, she would be the
final living person rescued from the rubble at Ground Zero. She was not found by a
human equipped with special gear. Instead, her savior was a dog. “It’s so awesome
that the dogs could have this kind of sense, to find people buried under the rubble,”
Guzman-McMillan told Animal Planet for the new documentary “Hero Dogs of 9/11.” “I
felt total renewed life in me. ... That was the most joyful moment.” There were more
than 300 specially trained search-and-rescue dogs at Ground Zero in the days
following the 9/11 terrorist attacks. They helped find survivors in the rubble and, later,
found trinkets like jewelry that could be returned to victims’ families. Still more
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canines served as therapy dogs, helping survivors and first responders cope with their
emotional trauma.
http://www.today.com/pets/9-11-hero-dog-saved-woman-trapped-rubble-27-hours8C11125763
HLNtv.com – 9/11/13
A scent of life: A 9/11 survivor’s story
Animal Planet's documentary "Hero Dogs of 9/11" profiles three survivors of the
9/11 attacks who in some way owe their lives to canine first responders. The one-hour
special airs Tuesday, September 10, at 8 pm ET. Trapped between ruined masses of
concrete, a dead body beneath her, smoke and chaos all around, Genelle GuzmanMcMillan began to pray. She wasn't particularly religious, but that changed on
September 11, 2001. Everything changed that day. 'Something miraculous happened'
Guzman-McMillan was on the 64th floor of the World Trade Center's North Tower when
a plane struck the building above her, setting in motion a deadly race against time to
escape the crumbling building. She and several co-workers made it a few floors down
Stairwell B before the world caved in. Guzman-McMillan said she remembers falling as
the floors below her gave way. Then there was darkness, heat. A soft spot beneath
her turned out to be the body of a deceased firefighter. She was alone. GuzmanMcMillan recounted to HLN the minutes and hours after the fall. "Reliving it now, I
talked to myself," she said. "I knew I was going to die because there was no way I
was going to make it, completely trapped. Hours are going by and I keep preparing
myself to die. In that time, not knowing what to do or what to say, being a semireligious person because of my parents, I started to pray and ask God to save me,"
she said. "I wanted so much to live, I just continued to pray. In my heart. I was not
screaming out at the top of my voice, it was a silent prayer in my heart."Within hours,
something miraculous happened," she said. "Someone called out to me, and they
heard me, and they held my hand. And I was just completely relaxed then, and they
said, 'Genelle, you are going to be fine.’” Guzman-McMillan was the last survivor
pulled from the rubble of the Twin Towers.
http://www.hlntv.com/slideshow/2013/09/10/hero-dogs-911-september-11thsurvivor
QueenLatifah.com – 9/9/13
Hero Dogs of 9/11
Animal Planet premieres Hero Dogs of 9/11, a one-hour documentary that pays
special tribute to three survivors of the 9/11 attacks and the over 300 dogs that were
part of the rescue and recovery operation during this devastating national tragedy and
aftermath. The special also reveals the never-before-seen story of how the
courageous dogs found the last remaining survivor Genelle Guzman, who was pulled
from the rubble 27 hours after the World Trade towers collapsed. Genelle became a
figure of hope at the time. “I share my story because it makes me stronger,” says
Genelle Guzman. “To be here after what happened gives me a sense of renewal in life.
It is a blessing for people to know life does not end when a tragedy happens, it make
you go on.” The specially-trained dogs that found Genelle searched for survivors
trapped in rubble, guided people to safety and comforted those in need on September
11, 2001. All creatures, great and small, were lost on that day. And now, 12 years
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later, most of these hero dogs are either retired or have passed, but they leave a
legacy and a story that must be told.
https://queenlatifah.com/learning/hero-dogs-911
ChannelGuideMagBlog.com – 9/10/13
Animal Planet special remembers “Hero Dogs of 9/11”
Sept. 11, 2013, marks the 12th anniversary of the devastating terrorist attacks on
America. When we recall the tragedy of that day, we also remember the many heroes
who sprung into action during the events, and in the aftermath. And not all of the
heroes were human, as the new Animal Planet special Hero Dogs of 9/11 shows.
Premiering Sept. 10 at 8pm ET/PT, Hero Dogs of 9/11 details the stories of three
World Trade Center survivors, and the working dogs that saved lives at Ground Zero.
More than 300 dogs were used in the rescue and recovery operation following the
attack. One of the survivors profiled, who is blind, was led out of the building by his
seeing-eye dog. Another, who had been working at the scene with a bomb-sniffing
dog, was pulled from the rubble by a rescue dog. The third was the last survivor to be
discovered by a dog and pulled from the rubble — 27 hours after the center collapsed.
Immediately following the hourlong Hero Dogs of 9/11, Animal Planet will re-air the
two-hour special Glory Hounds from earlier this year. This special also looks at heroic
dogs; in this case, military working dogs and their handlers in action in Afghanistan.
The special shows the extraordinary working relationship and friendship that has
developed between soldiers and dogs.
http://www.channelguidemagblog.com/index.php/2013/09/10/animal-planet-herodogs-911/
HuffingtonPost.com – 9/7/13
Dogster.com – 9/6/13
“Hero Dogs of 9/11” Tells the Stories We Need to Hear
Where were you on Sept. 11, 2001? Eleven years ago I was getting ready to go to
what I thought would be another day of my high school junior year. My mom had the
news on the television in her room. "Something has happened," she said. I remember
looking at the screen. There was a live feed of the World Trade Center, dark smoke
billowing from one of the towers. It looked like a sequence from a movie. We listened
to the news on the radio in the car on the way to school. On the opposite coast, in
California, it hardly seemed real. The school administration called a special assembly.
We sat huddled in the gymnasium, quiet with confusion, fear, and dread. On that day,
10,000 emergency workers sprang into action. Among those, 300 were humble dogs.
Dogs trained for search and rescue, dogs trained to sniff bombs, and dogs trained to
help comfort and heal -- they dutifully set about the task of helping out their human
friends. Hero Dogs of 9/11 is a documentary based on Dog Files' founder Kenn Bell's
viral video short. It's an hour-long special chronicling the lives and actions of the 300
dogs who were at what's now known as Ground Zero the day the landscape of the
United States changed forever. In honor of the event's 12th anniversary, Animal
Planet will premiere the documentary on Tuesday, Sept. 10, at 8 p.m. EST/PST.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dogster/hero-dogs-of-911-tells-th_b_3882889.html
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http://www.dogster.com/the-scoop/hero-dogs-of-9-september-11-documentarypremiere-animal-planet-twitter-kenn-bell
LatinTimes.com – 9/10/13
‘Hero Dogs of 9/11’: When And Where To Watch Animal Planet Special
Dedicated To Response Dogs At Ground Zero
Animal Planet will rerun a special documentary first aired in Canada in 2011 which
marked the tenth anniversary of the September 11, 2001 terror attacks. "Hero Dogs
of 9/11" will air Tuesday September 10, 2013 on Animal Planet at 8pm. The
documentary tells the story of brave canines, each trained for a specific purpose. Just
three of 300 rescue dogs that were a part of the recovery effort. "Hero Dogs of 9/11"
tells the story of seeing eye dog Roselle, bomb sniffing dog Sirius and a group of dogs
that helped to pull the last survivor out of the rubble that was once the Twin Towers.
The images of 9/11 are forever burned into the national subconscious. We all know
how over 2,000 civilians, 343 members of the FDNY, 23 NYPD officers and 37 Port
Authority Police lost their lives the day the towers fell. The rescue and recovery effort
took months. The last person to be pulled out of the rubble alive was saved 27-hours
after the attacks took place. Genelle Guzman-McMillan was on the 64th floor of the
North Tower when the hijacked plane sliced through the building. As she and
coworkers raced down the stairwells McMillan stopped on the 13th floor to remove her
shoes.
http://www.latintimes.com/articles/8184/20130910/hero-dogs-9-11-when-wherewatch-animal-planet.htm#.UjCNmj8nh8H
TheVillageVoice – 9/10/13
Hero Dogs of 9/11 Premieres Tonight on Animal Planet
If you find yourself tiring of watching poll results trickle in, here's a worthy distraction:
Animal Planet will premiere a one-hour documentary on 9/11 K-9 Disaster Relief
units. Hero Dogs of 9/11 goes on tonight at 8 p.m. The special will tell the story of
handler Frank Shane, a man with 30 years' experience handling working dogs, and his
canine partner Nikie, the only dog permitted on the 16-acre Ground Zero site after the
towers came down.
But more than that, the story is about the role dogs had in caring for the living left in
the wake of catastrope. Nikie was not a search-and-rescue animal; he was there to
help the responders. "He was the live teddy bear that would get people to come over
and help me help them," Shane tells Runnin' Scared. "Nikie became part of the fabric.
People accepted me and my work without me having to say what that work was,"
citing his expertise in traumatic stress.
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/2013/09/hero_dogs_of_91.php
Dogster.com – 9/9/13
And Now, A Word from Kenn Bell, Dog Files Founder and Director of “Hero
Dogs of 9/11”
“Showing the world that dogs deserve our love, care and respect” -- that’s the Dog
Files motto. To be honest with you, when I created Dog Files more than five years
ago, I thought this was obvious. So obvious, in fact, that I began with the intent to
only post cutesy dog photos and happy dog stories. Then I typed “dog” into a Google
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News search and discovered a world I didn’t recognize. Dogs were being neglected,
abused and tortured on a daily basis, and this wasn’t some Third World problem. It
was happening right here in the United States. I was inspired to promote responsible
dog ownership though education. The terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, affected me
greatly. Later, I ventured onto the Federal Emergency Management Agency website,
and what I found shocked me. Dogs were everywhere at Ground Zero, where the
World Trade Center twin towers had stood. They searched for survivors and the
remains of victims, they policed the area and they comforted the emergency workers
who were going through a world of pain and sorrow. Quickly, with the anniversary of
9/11 approaching, I combined the photos with emotional music and a simple story
that conveyed my feelings about these incredible animals. It's truly special that we
can call them our friends; it's one of the few interspecies friendships on the entire
planet. Human and dog. Quite special indeed. Hero Dogs of 9/11, episode 11 of our
video series, Dog Files, was one of our most-viewed videos. More than half a million
people across the world have watched it. It clearly touched people. I am particularly
proud that it was showcased on liberal and conservative websites, because I believe
we need everybody in the fight to make the world a more caring place for dogs,
regardless of politics. This one-hour special is a heartfelt tale of heroism and courage,
and the love of humans and dogs. It’s a special story that I truly believe will affect
those who watch it. And I couldn’t be more proud and excited that Animal Planet
USA will premiere it Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, at 8 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Standard
Time.
http://www.dogster.com/the-scoop/kenn-bell-dog-files-hero-dogs-of-9-september-11animal-planet
FreshPatch.com – 9/9/13
“Hero Dogs of 9/11” Documentary Airing September 10 on Animal Planet
On September 10, Animal Planet is scheduled to air a documentary film, “Hero
Dogs of 9/11.” The film was produced by “Dog Files”–an online website and video
series (www.dogfiles.com) that is dedicated to dogs and the people who love them.
Those interested should check local TV stations for programming details. The film
features video interviews of people whose lives were changed by dogs during the
terrorist attack on the United States on September 11, 2001. Fresh Patch applauds
the work of Kenn Bell, producer/director of the video and founder of the website.
Fresh Patch agrees fully with Bell’s goal “to show the world that dogs deserve our
love, care and respect.” Those who miss the documentary on Animal Planet, can
check out other great dog videos on the “Dog Files” website.
http://www.freshpatch.com/hero-dogs-of-911-documentary-airing-september-10-onanimal-planet
MotherNatureNetwork.com – 8/30/13
TV shows we’ll be watching in September
The Disneynature movie “African Cats,” following a lions, cheetahs and other felines
of the savanna, will have its network premiere on Animal Planet of September 3.
Smitten by kittens? Then you’ll probably find Animal Planet’s feline edition of “Too
Cute!” countdown of the top 20 adorable feline moments hard to resist. It premieres
September 7. Among the programs commemorating the 12th anniversary of the 9/11
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disaster, Smithsonian Channel’s “9-11: The Heartland Tapes” tells the tragic story as
it unfolded and was documented by the media outside New York and Washington D.C.
(September 8). Animal Planet’s special “Hero Dogs of 9/11” tells the story of three
search-and-rescue canines who saved lives at the Twin Towers. It’s followed by an
encore of “Glory Hounds,” about military working dogs (September 10).
http://www.mnn.com/lifestyle/arts-culture/stories/tv-shows-well-be-watching-inseptember
BroadwaryWorld.com – 8/14/13
Animal Planet to Present Documentary HERO DOGS of 9/11
Animal Planet premieres HERO DOGS OF 9/11, a one-hour documentary that pays
special tribute to three survivors of the 9/11 attacks and to over 300 search-andrescue dogs and workers throughout the continent that traveled to Ground Zero to
help during the crisis and aftermath. These specially trained dogs searched for
survivors trapped in rubble, guided people to safety and comforted those in need on
that fateful autumn day.
http://www.broadwayworld.com/bwwtv/article/Animal-Planet-to-PresentDocumentary-HERO-DOGS-OF-911-911-20130814
Deadline.com – 7/24/13
Animal Planet Acquires ‘Hero Dogs of 9/11’
Animal Planet has acquired the one-hour special The Hero Dogs Of 9/11 to
commemorate the 12th anniversary of the September 11 terrorist attacks on the
World Trade Center and the Pentagon. The special first ran on Animal Planet in
Canada two years ago to mark the attack’s 10th anniversary. The project, from
Toronto-based Kelencontent, details the stories of three World Trade Center survivors,
and the working dogs that saved lives at Ground Zero. More than 300 dogs were used
in the rescue and recovery operation. One of the survivors profiled, who is blind, was
led out of the building by his seeing eye dog. Another, who’d been working at the
scene with a bomb-sniffing dog, was pulled from the rubble by a rescue dog. The third
was the last survivor to be discovered by a dog and pulled from the rubble, 27 hours
after the center collapsed.
http://www.deadline.com/2013/07/animal-planet-acquires-hero-dogs-of-911/
HealthNewsDigest.com – 9/10/13
PR.com – 9/10/13
MarketWatch.com – 9/10/13
TVBalla.com – 9/10/13
DigitalJournal.com – 9/10/13
StreeInside.com – 9/10/13
K-9 Disaster Reliefe on Animal Planet Documentary: Hero Dogs of 9/11
Documentary Special
Premiering on Tuesday, September 10 at 8pm ET/PT, Animal Planet is airing HERO
DOGS OF 9/11, a one-hour documentary special that chronicles the legacies of
working dogs at Ground Zero. Featured in the documentary is Frank Shane, founder of
K-9 Disaster Relief. He worked for nine months on Ground Zero with his partner Nikie,
a certified Disaster Relief Canine. The program pays tribute to all the unheralded dogs
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that were part of the rescue and recovery efforts. A stoic 120-pound golden retriever,
Nikie enabled Shane to help rescue and recovery workers who needed psychological
and emotional support. According to Shane, "a dog immediately develops emotional
bonds with those suffering from psychological trauma during times of unfathomable
grief." Shane is nationally recognized as a canine counselor and is a board certified
expert in crisis intervention and traumatic stress.
http://www.healthnewsdigest.com/news/National_30/K-9-Disaster-Relief-on-Animal-PlanetDocumentary-Hero-Dogs-of-9-11-Documentary-Special.shtml

http://www.pr.com/press-release/514863
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/k-9-disaster-relief-on-animal-planetdocumentary-hero-dogs-of-911-documentary-special-2013-09-10
http://www.tvballa.com/2013/09/109098/montclair-disaster-relief-canine-animalplanet-documentary-pays-tribute-hero-dogs-911
http://www.digitaljournal.com/pr/1459254
http://www.streetinsider.com/Press+Releases/K9+Disaster+Relief+on+Animal+Planet+Documentary%3A+Hero+Dogs+of+911+Docu
mentary+Special/8674781.html

Hero	
  Dogs	
  of	
  9/11	
  USA	
  Premiere	
  –	
  Press	
  Digest	
   	
  

	
  

9	
  

BROADCAST

	
  
FOX & FRIENDS MORNING SHOW SEGMENT:

Animal Planet’s “Hero Dogs of
9/11” to air September 10 at 8 P.M
(E/T).

Bretagne, a search & rescue dog that
worked at the scene

Denise, FEMA dog handler, and
Genelle, 9/11 Survivor, discuss how
Genelle was rescued after 27 hours
by a search and rescue dog.

Hero	
  Dogs	
  of	
  9/11	
  USA	
  Premiere	
  –	
  Press	
  Digest	
   	
  

	
  

10	
  

PRINT

Hero	
  Dogs	
  of	
  9/11	
  USA	
  Premiere	
  –	
  Press	
  Digest	
   	
  

	
  

11	
  

http://images.burrellesluce.com/image/5011CX/5011CX_8448

http://images.burrellesluce.com/image/5011CX/5011CX_8450
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ONLINE

The After Show Show Live

Denise Corliss, Bretagne, and Genelle Guzman McMillan reconnect with Fox & Friends
anchors for their online viewing audience to discuss the upcoming documentary,
”Hero Dogs of 9/11” to air on September 10, at 8 P.M. (E/T) on Animal Planet.

http://www.foxnews.com/on-air/foxfriends/index.html#http://video.foxnews.com/v/2656172700001/after-the-show-show-roaming-theworld/?playlist_id=163195
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Rescue Dogs: The Unsung Heroes of 9/11
September 7, 2013

As the 12th anniversary of the September 11th terrorist attacks approaches, Animal Planet is
honoring some of the less recognized heroes – rescue dogs. More than 300 dogs helped find life
beneath the rubble on 9/11. Genelle Guzman was the last survivor to be pulled out after a dog detected
her buried in the debris.
Stranger Leaves Powerful Note for Family With Special Needs Child
Animal Planet is airing a documentary called “Hero Dogs of 9/11” which highlights Guzman’s story.
She joined Fox & Friends Weekend to share her story along with rescue dog Brittany, who was there
that fatal day.
Guzman was working for the Port Authority on the 64th floor of 1 World Trade Center and managed to
make it to the 13th staircase when the building collapsed. She was buried under the rubble for
approximately 27 hours before a rescue dog, like Brittany, helped pinpoint her location.

http://foxnewsinsider.com/2013/09/07/rescue-dogs-unsung-heroes-911#ixzz2ebiKqzcL
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9/11 ‘hero dog’ saved woman trapped in rubble for 27 hours
September 10/2013

On Sept. 11, 2001, Genelle Guzman-McMillan was working in her office in the World Trade Center when
she heard a terrible noise outside. As she raced down the stairs, she felt the building collapse around
her.
Twenty-seven hours later, she would be the final living person rescued from the rubble at Ground Zero.
She was not found by a human equipped with special gear. Instead, her savior was a dog.
“It’s so awesome that the dogs could have this kind of sense, to find people buried under the rubble,”
Guzman-McMillan told Animal Planet for the new documentary “Hero Dogs of 9/11.” “I felt total
renewed life in me. ... That was the most joyful moment.”
Genelle Guzman-McMillan August 07, 2011 was the last person to be pulled alive from the World Trade
Center rubble In Manhattan New York. Pictured here with husband Roger and daughters Kimberly (22)
Kaydi (7) and Kellie (5) in their home in Valley Stream, Long island, New York.
Copyright Dan Callister
Genelle Guzman-McMillan (in blue dress) was the last person to be pulled alive from the World Trade
Center rubble in New York after the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. She is pictured with husband,
Roger, and daughters Kimberly, Kaydi and Kellie at their home in Long Island, N.Y., on Aug. 7, 2011.
Genelle’s story was one of several that inspired documentary producer Tanya Kelen. She decided to tell
the story of some of the day’s heroes, who just so happened to have four legs and lots of fur. The
special she produced, which aired Tuesday night on Animal Planet, spotlighted a number of incredible
dogs, as well as the first responders, veterinarians and dog trainers who made their work possible.
There were more than 300 specially trained search-and-rescue dogs at Ground Zero in the days
following the 9/11 terrorist attacks. They helped find survivors in the rubble and, later, found trinkets
like jewelry that could be returned to victims’ families. Still more canines served as therapy dogs,
helping survivors and first responders cope with their emotional trauma.
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'A distraction from reality': Comfort dogs bring peace to Boston Marathon victims
“We found a number of people who were too shaken up to share their stories,” Kelen said of her
meetings with 9/11 survivors. “But Genelle said she had a mission to keep telling her story because
she’d been saved.”
Guzman-McMillan was one of about 15 employees from her team of Port Authority workers who all tried
to evacuate the building at the same time. She is the only one of the group who lived. “I felt the walls
cave in,” she recalled in the documentary. “It was dark and everything was rumbling.” Pinned under
cement and steel and unable to move, she prayed and asked God to help her.
Although doctors told Guzman-McMillan that she would never walk again, she defied all odds and now
not only walks but runs. She has since married and had two daughters, and she said she has an
extremely strong faith.
Another incredible story about a dog’s love on 9/11 involves Michael Hingson, a blind World Trade
Center employee who was led safely out of the building by his trusted canine companion, a yellow
Labrador retriever named Roselle.
Image: Michael Hingson with dogs.
Animal Planet
Michael Hingson is pictured with dogs at a 9/11 memorial wall 10 years after the terrorist attacks.
Hingson remembers encountering firefighters on his way out of the building. One of them stopped to
pet Roselle and cuddle her, even though guide dogs aren’t supposed to be petted. Still, Hingson doesn’t
regret what happened. “It was probably the last unconditional act of love he got,” Hingson said about
the fireman, who was killed that day in the line of duty.
After 9/11, Hingson wrote a book, “Thunder Dog: The True Story of a Blind Man, His Guide Dog, and
the Triumph of Trust at Ground Zero,” and became public affairs director for a seeing-eye-dog
organization. Roselle traveled the world with him and died at the age of 13.
Dog who saved owner on 9/11 named American Hero Dog
Kelen and her crew also highlighted stories of people like veterinarian Dr. Cynthia Otto. Otto was in
charge of health care for the 9/11 search-and-rescue dogs, some of whom got injured from stepping on
debris or inhaling smoke. The special also showed how search-and-rescue dogs, many of whom are
rescued from shelters, get trained to do their jobs.
Image: "Hero Dogs of 9/11"; Dr. Cynthia Otto 10 years later with dogs.
Animal Planet
Veterinarian Cynthia Otto is pictured a decade after the 9/11 terrorist attacks.
“I’ve always been a dog lover,” Kelen told TODAY.com, “but it amazed me how many people didn’t
know the story of the dogs at Ground Zero who were in charge of finding survivors.

http://www.today.com/pets/9-11-hero-dog-saved-woman-trapped-rubble-27-hours8C11125763
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Hero Dogs of 9/11
September 8, 2013

Animal Planet premieres Hero Dogs of 9/11, a one-hour documentary that pays special tribute to
three survivors of the 9/11 attacks and the over 300 dogs that were part of the rescue and recovery
operation during this devastating national tragedy and aftermath.
The special also reveals the never-before-seen story of how the courageous dogs found the last
remaining survivor Genelle Guzman, who was pulled from the rubble 27 hours after the World Trade
towers collapsed. Genelle became a figure of hope at the time.
“I share my story because it makes me stronger,” says Genelle Guzman. “To be here after what
happened gives me a sense of renewal in life. It is a blessing for people to know life does not end when
a tragedy happens, it make you go on.”
The specially-trained dogs that found Genelle searched for survivors trapped in rubble, guided people to
safety and comforted those in need on September 11, 2001. All creatures, great and small, were lost on
that day. And now, 12 years later, most of these hero dogs are either retired or have passed, but they
leave a legacy and a story that must be told.
It is a unique story of sacrifice and compassion that will hopefully touch as many lives as these brave
dogs did during the events of 9/11. If it wasn’t for the dogs, families would have never been reunited
with their loved ones, and receive the closure they needed.
Today, Genelle Guzman lives with her husband and children. “Physically and emotionally I am doing
great,” says Genelle. “I want people to know tragedy happened and it just makes us stronger. America
stronger. We have to keep that faith.”
The hero dogs of 9/11 are mostly gone, but they will live forever in the hearts of the survivors they
helped save and worked with.
Tune in to Hero Dogs of 9/11 on September 10, 2013 at 8 PM, and an encore of Glory Hounds from 911 PM

https://queenlatifah.com/learning/hero-dogs-911
Hero	
  Dogs	
  of	
  9/11	
  USA	
  Premiere	
  –	
  Press	
  Digest	
   	
  

	
  

17	
  

A scent of life: A 9/11 survivor’s story
September 11, 2013

Animal Planet's documentary "Hero Dogs of 9/11" profiles three survivors of the 9/11 attacks who
in some way owe their lives to canine first responders. The one-hour special airs Tuesday, September
10, at 8 pm ET.
Trapped between ruined masses of concrete, a dead body beneath her, smoke and chaos all around,
Genelle Guzman-McMillan began to pray. She wasn't particularly religious, but that changed on
September 11, 2001.
Everything changed that day.
'Something miraculous happened'
Guzman-McMillan was on the 64th floor of the World Trade Center's North Tower when a plane struck
the building above her, setting in motion a deadly race against time to escape the crumbling building.
She and several co-workers made it a few floors down Stairwell B before the world caved in. GuzmanMcMillan said she remembers falling as the floors below her gave way. Then there was darkness, heat.
A soft spot beneath her turned out to be the body of a deceased firefighter.
She was alone.
Guzman-McMillan recounted to HLN the minutes and hours after the fall. "Reliving it now, I talked to
myself," she said. "I knew I was going to die because there was no way I was going to make it,
completely trapped. Hours are going by and I keep preparing myself to die.
"In that time, not knowing what to do or what to say, being a semi-religious person because of my
parents, I started to pray and ask God to save me," she said. "I wanted so much to live, I just
continued to pray. In my heart. I was not screaming out at the top of my voice, it was a silent prayer in
my heart.
"Within hours, something miraculous happened," she said. "Someone called out to me, and they heard
me, and they held my hand. And I was just completely relaxed then, and they said, 'Genelle, you are
going to be fine.'"
Guzman-McMillan was the last survivor pulled from the rubble of the Twin Towers.
Catching the scent of life
In the chaotic aftermath of 9/11, a series of coordinated terrorist attacks in which two planes hit and
destroyed New York's iconic Twin Towers, more than 300 dogs were used in the city's rescue and
recovery operation. One of these dogs was the one that led rescuers to Guzman-McMillan's side.
"Several months [after September 11], they told me that a dog had actually seen a firefighter jacket in
the rubble," Guzman-McMillan said. "The dog was trained to find scent, that's how I was found."
Guzman-McMillan eventually got to meet her rescuers, but she never met the dog who had saved her
life.
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"It's pretty amazing to know that dogs can be trained in that way to help people, in general," she said.
"I didn't know dogs could be that smart. It means a lot to me, and I thank God for that, for giving
animals the ability to do that."
'It's never up to us'
After she was found, Guzman-McMillan was pulled out into the daylight. Her eyesight was blurry, but
she could hear cheering and clapping as rescuers carried her down the mountain of wreckage. Her right
leg was crushed, and she had several abrasions on her face and arms. After several surgeries, she says
she is lucky she didn't lose her leg.
Guzman-McMillan quickly became a celebrity of sorts. Well, more like a touchstone. A living piece of
history. But she says she doesn't normally talk about her extraordinary experience unless she's asked.
What's more important than her words, she says, is how she lives life now.
"I found faith beneath that rubble," she said. "I have given my life to God. We can plan our destination,
where we want to go, what we want to do, but it is in God's hands.
"Things can happen. In the blink of an eye, things can happen, and it's never up to us."
In that blink of an eye 12 years ago, Guzman-McMillan became a survivor, a believer, a person reborn.
She says the way she sees fit to honor that day is to live like a person worthy of a second chance.
"In times of tragedy, we can really pull through and be a better person, and try to live our life
accordingly," she said. "Not everyone is so fortunate to get a second chance, but I did."

http://www.hlntv.com/slideshow/2013/09/10/hero-dogs-911-september-11thsurvivor

In a Puzzle, a Clearer Look at 9/11
September 3, 2013
Other Sept. 11 works coming up in the next few days — “9/11: The Heartland Tapes,” on the
Smithsonian Channel, and “Hero Dogs of 9/11,” on Animal Planet — have merit as well, but “The
Flag” does more than simply retell the familiar story or push the obvious buttons.
The CNN film, based on a book by David Friend, focuses on the smudged American flag that three
firefighters raised through the dust of the collapsed buildings at ground zero late in the afternoon of
Sept. 11, 2001. A photograph of the flag raising taken by Thomas E. Franklin of the New Jersey
newspaper The Record became a heartening, patriotic symbol for many on an otherwise awful day, and
so did the flag itself. It flew at Yankee Stadium and on battleships in the Middle East — or so everyone
thought.
The firefighters had taken the flag from a yacht owned by Spiros E. Kopelakis and Shirley B. Dreifus
that was moored nearby, but when the well-traveled cloth was returned to its owners in 2002, they
realized that it was a different size from the one that had flown on their yacht and therefore not the one
that had flown at ground zero. Somewhere along the line, the flag had disappeared, and an impostor
had taken its place.
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Trying to unravel the mystery is at the core of “The Flag,” but if the film had settled for that, it might
have seemed to be trivializing a tragedy. The filmmakers, though, use this search as a way to examine
the need people — especially politicians — had to create narratives and symbols after the attacks. And
they remind us that the emotions surrounding Sept. 11 were more complex than they are often made
to seem in lesser documentaries.
The photographer rebelled at efforts to make him a celebrity, and so did the three firefighters. A plan to
turn the photograph into a sculpture became a source of controversy. Nationwide, flag-waving was
sometimes a cousin to intolerance.
Mr. Tucker and Ms. Epperlein know that, especially at this remove, it is permissible to be nuanced when
examining Sept. 11. Just as important, they know that viewers don’t need to have neon signs erected
pointing to the emotions the filmmakers want them to feel and the conclusions they want them to
reach. Anecdotes and personal recollections tell this story.
(And the story goes on: in a telephone interview on Monday night, Mr. Tucker said that publicity for the
film had led more people to come forward and tell the filmmakers what they know about the famous
flag.)
The Animal Planet program “Hero Dogs of 9/11,” on Tuesday night, could have used some of this
sensibility. It’s full of interesting information and anecdotes about the roles dogs played in the World
Trade Center disaster: the scores of search-and-rescue animals at the scene, a guide dog that
accompanied a blind man down the stairs in one tower, and more. But the material is served up with an
overheated narration and cheap-looking re-enactments that detract rather than add.
Animal Planet is not the place to go for refined filmmaking, but it knows animals, and the program is
rich in details about what the search dogs faced. Protecting their feet was a problem, initially, because
the metal of the ruins was hot. As the days wore on, dogs that were trained in rescue (rather than in
the recovery of remains) began to lose their drive to search, because almost no survivors were being
found.
Unlike “Hero Dogs,” the Smithsonian Channel’s offering, “9/11: The Heartland Tapes,” on Sunday night,
has no hyperbolic narration; it has no narration at all. The film is a compilation of clips from around the
country that show the rest of the United States reacting to the news coming out of New York,
Washington and Pennsylvania.
It’s fascinating and heartbreaking to watch numbingly mundane local television and radio coverage — a
feature on a Missouri corn maze; a snippet in Chicago on whether Michael Jordan would come back to
the N.B.A. — give way to bulletins about a plane hitting the World Trade Center. And it’s a bit surprising
how quickly people far from ground zero recognized the implications of the events. A radio broadcaster
in Cleveland correctly identifies the initial collision as intentional within minutes, well before the second
plane has hit.
So in tune was the rest of the country with the traumas being experienced on the East Coast that the
film ultimately turns into just another revisiting of the horrors of the day. But it’s inspiring somehow to
hear how deeply Americans everywhere were affected.
“I had to come over to church,” a woman being interviewed by KNXV-TV in Phoenix says, weeping. “You
talk to friends and my family, and we’re all crying on the phone, but I have to talk to God.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/04/arts/television/the-flag-on-cnn-examines-a-lingeringmystery.html?_r=1&adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1378306874-vBCvyx1Mn9fkc5iyYPMpeQ&
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A Last Chance For Love
September 5. 2013
Ominous signs notwithstanding, among them the heavy-hearted title, "Last Tango in Halifax" isn't
another treacly tale of aged lovers finding one another after years apart. True, it's a close call from time
to time. The dialogue about love's magic can feel stretched thin around episode three of this six-part
series, but it's a small price to pay for this smart, deeply colored, sprawling saga whose charms
multiply as it goes along its strangely unpredictable way. Strange because there's nothing more
predictable than the outcome of a heartwarming story about two people in their mid-70s who find the
first real love of their lives in each other, and this case is no exception.
Still, writer-creator Sally Wainwright delivers a plot so thick with tensions, rocky relationships, infidelity
and a generally dim view of the joys of married life that there's not much danger of sentimentality. The
elderly lovers, Celia (Anne Reid) and Alan (Derek Jacobi), stand a world apart from the aforementioned
messes, wrapped up as they are in one another, but they're also intimately connected with them. The
messiness is in the family, one large entanglement consisting of Alan's daughter and Celia's, and the
children of each, in addition to the problematic lovers, and the no-good husband hanging around.
Last Tango in Halifax
Sundays at 8 p.m. on PBS
All of it developed from Alan and Celia's reunion via Facebook. Drawn to one another when they were
young, in the 1950s, they had ended up marrying other people—unhappy unions in both cases, each of
which had produced a child. Celia's daughter, Caroline (Sarah Lancashire), is a professional woman with
advanced degrees, and reserves of bitterness, also advanced, toward the husband who left her for
another woman but keeps showing up. Alan's daughter, Gillian (Nicola Walker), a much less aspiring
sort, holds a job in a local store, worries about her father's health. Widow of a man who killed himself,
she's pursued by grim memories, and also by a local male, undesirable on many counts. He too keeps
showing up.
Related
The two daughters and their families are joined in all their chaos, and they're drawn together as well as
they try to keep up with Alan and Celia's fast-moving romance. Seeking a place for their marriage
ceremony, the two accidentally lock themselves into a medieval manor where they spend a shivery
night. It's frightening, but not quite enough to shake the comfort they feel in one another while their
frantic families are out searching for them.
Mr. Jacobi's performance is, in all its variety and shadings, a thing of pure gold, and exactly the same is
true of Ms. Reid's. Alan is thoughtful and correct; Celia is proud and needful. A point comes when Alan
discovers an aspect of Celia's character he finds appalling, and announces, "I'm so disappointed in
her"—a judgment all the more cutting for its flat simplicity.
There's little that's simple in this busy blockbuster of a series, but there's nothing mysterious about the
sources of its power—a high-hearted script awash in flinty wit and two extraordinary performances.
The Heartland Tapes
Sunday at 8 p.m. on The Smithsonian Channel
A scene from 'The Heartland Tapes.'
A documentary on the rest of the nation's reaction to the 9/11 terror attacks on New York and
Washington must have seemed, on the face of it, an inspired venture. And that's exactly what this one,
pointedly titled "The Heartland Tapes," is. Despite its slight air of shapelessness—how shapely can a
story of that day's chaos be?—it's an intensely gripping assemblage of reactions and responses that
have rarely been reported on, as opposed to those recorded close to the sites of the attacks. The film's
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mode is simple—there's no narration, no interviews, only clips from radio and television reports aired
from the moment the attacks began.
Unlike those close to the centers of the catastrophe, Americans across the nation could only watch the
television pictures in horror and grief. "We will never be the same after this day," a grim American
presciently declares.
In a Southwestern state, a lovely girl about 12 years old emphatically tells a reporter, or whoever
recorded her: "God calls us to pray for our enemies. I don't want to pray for our enemies."
As the first of the towers falls, and the reality of the death toll becomes clear, normal life stops. In
Phoenix a woman had to leave her job and go to church. "I had to talk to God." As the day wears on
there are more and more recorded voices, from citizens, from radio and TV announcers, saying, "War
has been declared on the United States." A TV anchor in Minneapolis asks, "Did we ever think there
would ever be another date that would live in infamy?"
The film (by Tom Jennings) employs bits and pieces of the ways word of the attacks emerged—among
them recordings of the ominous calls from hijacked planes. There's a familiar scene—President Bush,
visiting a Florida classroom when an aide comes over to whisper the news. Behind his seat hangs a
sign, for the benefit of the students, that says "Reading Makes A Country Great." But this day America's
children were learning another kind of lesson.
In the end, though, nothing in "Heartland Tapes" stands out more than the intensity of the rage the
9/11 attacks evoked among citizens of every kind, every class, every race. "Let's find out who did this
and let's get them" is the cry. The numbers of the dead had broken American hearts and filled them
with fury. In the years that followed the events of that September day, the film notes, more than three
million Americans enlisted in the nation's armed forces.
Hero Dogs of 9/11
Tuesday at 8 p.m. on Animal Planet
The work of the 300 search-and-rescue dogs who plowed through the smoky rubble at Ground Zero
searching for survivors—as we see them doing here—may be generally known, but not in the kind of
detail "Hero Dogs of 9/11" provides. The dogs needed rubber boots to prevent the burning of their
paws, and veterinarians on site to treat them for inflamed eyes and dehydration. A fascinating hour, all
too brief.
A version of this article appeared September 6, 2013, on page D10 in the U.S. edition of The Wall
Street Journal, with the headline: Last Chance for Love.

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323623304579056922307320650.ht
ml?KEYWORDS=Animal+Planet
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Canine crusaders get their just due in ‘Hero Dogs of 9/11’
September 10, 2013
In the aftermath of the attack on the World Trade Center, heroes came in all shapes, sizes and species.
Animal Planet’s “Hero Dogs of 9/11” tells the remarkable tale of how dogs played an important part
on America’s darkest day.
“We wanted to just celebrate dogs and we felt that this theme would really transcend typical 9/11
stories,” said executive producer Tanya Kelen.
The hour-long special tells the remarkable stories of three survivors, including Genelle GuzmanMcMillan, the last person pulled alive from the rubble. According to eyewitness accounts, GuzmanMcMillan was found buried alive by search and rescue dogs.
This emotional special, told through first-person accounts, archival photos, videos and striking
recreations, focuses on the 27 hours after the planes struck the Twin Towers and the over 300 dogs
that came from across the continent to help.
Insight is given as to what makes a dog a good candidate to be a search and rescue dog and how they
are trained. It also shows how discouraged the dogs became when no live finds were made. They did
not, however, stop searching and eventually worked alongside cadaver dogs to locate remains.
Rescue workers explain how the dogs were able to search the debris pile and go places that were too
unstable for people. The dogs were also able to cover large areas far quicker than their human
counterparts.
Therapy dogs were also on hand to give comfort and lift moral for the tireless workers.
“Hero Dogs of 9/11” debuts Tuesday (9/10) at 8 p.m. on Animal Planet.

http://nypost.com/2013/09/10/canine-crusaders-get-their-just-due-in-hero-dogs-of911/
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Animal Planet special remembers “Hero Dogs of 9/11”
September 10, 2013
Sept. 11, 2013, marks the 12th anniversary of the devastating terrorist attacks on America. When we
recall the tragedy of that day, we also remember the many heroes who sprung into action during the
events, and in the aftermath. And not all of the heroes were human, as the new Animal Planet special
Hero Dogs of 9/11 shows.
Premiering Sept. 10 at 8pm ET/PT, Hero Dogs of 9/11 details the stories of three World Trade Center
survivors, and the working dogs that saved lives at Ground Zero. More than 300 dogs were used in the
rescue and recovery operation following the attack. One of the survivors profiled, who is blind, was led
out of the building by his seeing-eye dog. Another, who had been working at the scene with a bombsniffing dog, was pulled from the rubble by a rescue dog. The third was the last survivor to be
discovered by a dog and pulled from the rubble — 27 hours after the center collapsed.

Immediately following the hour long Hero Dogs of 9/11, Animal Planet will re-air the two-hour special
Glory Hounds from earlier this year. This special also looks at heroic dogs; in this case, military working
dogs and their handlers in action in Afghanistan. The special shows the extraordinary working
relationship and friendship that has developed between soldiers and dogs.
Hero Dogs of 9/11 premieres Sept. 10 at 8pm ET/PT on Animal Planet.
Glory Hounds re-airs Sept. 10 at 9pm ET/PT on Animal Planet.

http://www.channelguidemagblog.com/index.php/2013/09/10/animal-planet-hero-dogs-91
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Hero Dogs of 9/11 Premieres Tonight on Animal Planet
September 10, 2013
If you find yourself tiring of watching poll results trickle in, here's a worthy distraction: Animal Planet
will premiere a one-hour documentary on 9/11 K-9 Disaster Relief units. Hero Dogs of 9/11 goes on
tonight at 8 p.m. The special will tell the story of handler Frank Shane, a man with 30 years' experience
handling working dogs, and his canine partner Nikie, the only dog permitted on the 16-acre Ground
Zero site after the towers came down.
But more than that, the story is about the role dogs had in caring for the living left in the wake of
catastrope. Nikie was not a search-and-rescue animal; he was there to help the responders.
"He was the live teddy bear that would get people to come over and help me help them," Shane tells
Runnin' Scared. "Nikie became part of the fabric. People accepted me and my work without me having
to say what that work was," citing his expertise in traumatic stress.
Shane and Nikie's work birthed the K-9 Disaster Relief foundation, a New Jersey-based non-profit that
provides working dogs and handlers to scenes of distasters. "K-9 Disaster Relief was formed in 2001
because we just needed a structure to work under that identified what we were doing," says Shane.
Since then, the organization has grown to provide a wide range of disaster relief services, including
doing more on-site intervention.
One of their latest deployments was to Newtown, Connecticut, to provide comfort to the children who
survived the shooting rampage. Shane brought along Chance. It was his first mission.

http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/2013/09/hero_dogs_of_91.php
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Hero Dogs of 9/11 Tells the Stories We Need to Hear
September 7, 2013

Eleven years ago I was getting ready to go to what I thought would be another day of my high school
junior year. My mom had the news on the television in her room.
"Something has happened," she said.
I remember looking at the screen. There was a live feed of the World Trade Center, dark smoke
billowing from one of the towers. It looked like a sequence from a movie.
We listened to the news on the radio in the car on the way to school. On the opposite coast, in
California, it hardly seemed real. The school administration called a special assembly. We sat huddled in
the gymnasium, quiet with confusion, fear, and dread.
The profoundness of the day's tragedy slowly settled in. The towers collapsed, the word "terrorist" rose
among the din of news reporters, and heroes were born.

On that day, 10,000 emergency workers sprang into action. Among those, 300 were humble dogs. Dogs
trained for search and rescue, dogs trained to sniff bombs, and dogs trained to help comfort and heal -they dutifully set about the task of helping out their human friends.
Hero Dogs of 9/11 is a documentary based on Dog Files' founder Kenn Bell's viral video short. It's an
hour-long special chronicling the lives and actions of the 300 dogs who were at what's now known as
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Ground Zero the day the landscape of the United States changed forever. In honor of the event's 12th
anniversary, Animal Planet will premiere the documentary on Tuesday, Sept. 10, at 8 p.m. EST/PST.
To commemorate 9/11, the dogs who worked at Ground Zero, and the dedication of Dog Files' Kenn
Bell to making sure these canine heroes receive the recognition they deserve, Dogster will host a
Twitter question and answer with Bell before, during, and after the airing of the documentary. Use
#HeroDogsQandA and @Dogster and @DogFiles. Please join us in this opportunity to discuss the
importance these unsung heroes played on the day that shook the U.S. to its core.
Will you tune in?
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dogster/hero-dogs-of-911-tells-th_b_3882889.html

‘Hero Dogs of 9/11’: When And Where To Watch Animal Planet Special
Dedicated To Response Dogs At Ground Zero
September, 10, 2013
Animal Planet will rerun a special documentary first aired in Canada in 2011 which marked the tenth
anniversary of the September 11, 2001 terror attacks. "Hero Dogs of 9/11" will air Tuesday
September 10, 2013 on Animal Planet at 8pm. The documentary tells the story of brave canines, each
trained for a specific purpose. Just three of 300 rescue dogs that were a part of the recovery effort.
"Hero Dogs of 9/11" tells the story of seeing eye dog Roselle, bomb sniffing dog Sirius and a group of
dogs that helped to pull the last survivor out of the rubble that was once the Twin Towers.
The images of 9/11 are forever burned into the national subconscious. We all know how over 2,000
civilians, 343 members of the FDNY, 23 NYPD officers and 37 Port Authority Police lost their lives the
day the towers fell. The rescue and recovery effort took months. The last person to be pulled out of the
rubble alive was saved 27-hours after the attacks took place. Genelle Guzman-McMillan was on the
64th floor of the North Tower when the hijacked plane sliced through the building. As she and
coworkers raced down the stairwells McMillan stopped on the 13th floor to remove her shoes.
At that moment the North Tower collapsed trapping McMillan beneath a wall where she would remain
for over a day. Viewers of "Hero Dogs of 9/11" will hear about McMillan's story of survival and learn
how rescues dogs alerted those searching for signs of life to her position. The dogs that helped to pull
people from the rubble are just a few of the many heroes both four legged and two legged that saved
lives in the wake of tragedy. Yellow Lab Roselle lead her blind owner Michael Hingson down 78 flights of
stairs without stopping just narrowly escaping before Tower One fell.
Roselle became sick and had to be put to sleep in 2011. You can read more about her life and heroism
on September 11, 2001 as written by her owner here. Sirius was also a yellow Labrador working at the
World Trade Center. For the four-year-old dog being down at the WTC was part of his normal every day
routine. Sirius was a bomb sniffing dog working to make sure the Towers were safe. Neither he nor his
handler Officer David Lim of the Port Authority could have anticipated what would have happened on
9/11.
Lim needed to go help evacuate the towers after the attack began. He placed Sirius in his kennel with
every intention of returning for him. Lim never got the chance. While attending the people who needed
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direction as they fled the Towers the building collapsed and Sirius was one of many innocents killed on
that day. Lim became trapped in the rubble of the WTC for several hours before being pulled out. Sirius'
remains were discovered the following January. The hero dog was draped with an American flag as was
customary for any fallen hero recovered at the site. Sirius received his own memorial service on
February 11, 2009.
The Animal Planet special "Hero Dogs of 9/11" will dive deeper into the experiences these three
September 11 survivors had with the rescue dogs that try to keep us safe. These creatures no nothing
about terrorism and violence. Their only goal in life is to please their human counter parts. They do not
seek praise or reward, with the exception of a tasty treat of course. It does not take much to make
them happy. A smile on your face is good enough for a dog.
http://www.latintimes.com/articles/8184/20130910/hero-dogs-9-11-when-where-watch-animalplanet.htm#.UjCvmT8qR

And Now, a Word from Kenn Bell, Dog Files Founder and Director of “Hero
Dogs of 9/11”
September 9, 2013
“Showing the world that dogs deserve our love, care and respect” -- that’s the Dog Files motto.
To be honest with you, when I created Dog Files more than five years ago, I thought this was obvious.
So obvious, in fact, that I began with the intent to only post cutesy dog photos and happy dog stories.
Then I typed “dog” into a Google News search and discovered a world I didn’t recognize. Dogs were
being neglected, abused and tortured on a daily basis, and this wasn’t some Third World problem. It
was happening right here in the United States. While animal welfare groups had made inroads since the
1970s with their message of compassion toward animals, they still faced quite a battle. Puppy mills
thrived. The legislation that created Missouri’s Proposition B, known as the Puppy Mill Initiative, attests
to this continuing battle. Dog fighting was making a comeback, even after Michael Vick was arrested for
hosting an elaborate dog fighting and gambling ring. In fact, every day brought a new story of
sickening and torturous acts being perpetrated on America’s dogs.
It seemed to me that empathy was taking a backseat to the “me, me, me” culture, and it made me sad.
I believed it would be irresponsible for Dog Files to just post cute puppy photos and ignore the dog
abuse going on around us.
But what could I do? My greatest compulsion was the desire to tell stories -- to be that proverbial
storyteller who sat around the campfire sharing tales, which not only entertained but also secretly (and
in my case not so secretly) educated people.
The Dog Files website and video series quickly turned from ice cream socials to rescue stories, anti-BSL
stories, and profiles of folks who were making a difference in the world -- people who taught others
about animal empathy and adoption.
I was inspired to promote responsible dog ownership though education.
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The terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, affected me greatly. Later, I ventured onto the Federal
Emergency Management Agency website, and what I found shocked me. Dogs were everywhere at
Ground Zero, where the World Trade Center twin towers had stood. They searched for survivors and the
remains of victims, they policed the area and they comforted the emergency workers who were going
through a world of pain and sorrow.
Quickly, with the anniversary of 9/11 approaching, I combined the photos with emotional music and a
simple story that conveyed my feelings about these incredible animals. It's truly special that we can call
them our friends; it's one of the few interspecies friendships on the entire planet. Human and dog.
Quite special indeed.
Hero Dogs of 9/11, episode 11 of our video series, Dog Files, was one of our most-viewed videos.
More than half a million people across the world have watched it. It clearly touched people. I am
particularly proud that it was showcased on liberal and conservative websites, because I believe we
need everybody in the fight to make the world a more caring place for dogs, regardless of politics.
Afterward, I wanted to push message even further. How could we get even more people to understand
that dogs deserve our love, care and respect? I found the answer in television.
By joining forces with two great production companies, Kelencontent of Toronto and Starlight Runner of
New York, we were able to take the Dog Files' eight-minute short and turn it into the complete story of
the brave dogs on 9/11, and what they meant to the men and women who worked so tirelessly at
Ground Zero.
In our new documentary Hero Dogs of 9/11, we meet Michael Hingson, a man who has been blind since
birth, and watch as he recalls descending 78 floors to find safety on the street with help from his trusty
guide dog, Roselle.
We also meet David Lim, a Port Authority police officer who lost his loyal bomb detection dog, Sirius, as
David valiantly helped people flee the towers.	
  
And we are privileged to talk to Genelle Guzman-McMillan, the final known survivor to be found at
Ground Zero, who was rescued when a search and rescue dog caught her scent.
Without the skilled nose of a search and rescue dog, Genelle Guzman-McMillan would not have survived
Ground Zero. Still from Hero Dogs of 9/11.
This one-hour special is a heartfelt tale of heroism and courage, and the love of humans and dogs. It’s
a special story that I truly believe will affect those who watch it.
And I couldn’t be more proud and excited that Animal Planet USA will premiere it Tuesday, Sept. 10,
2013, at 8 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Standard Time.
Watch it, and tell your friends about it, especially the friends who don’t see dogs the way we do. Most
of all, I hope you let Animal Planet know that you enjoy these types of stories -- stories with a
reverence toward the animals they depict, stories that celebrate and educate about the wonderful world
of dogs.
As for our next projects, we are in pre-production on our latest documentary, Pit Proud: The True Story
of the Most Misunderstood Animal in America. It is based on another short Dog Files episode, which you
can watch here. Dog Files is dedicated to continuing its mission to show the world that dogs deserve
our love, care and respect. But we can’t do it without your help.
On Sept. 10, when you watch Hero Dogs of 9/11, please ask yourself how you can help our canine
friends and make their lives better, and then act. In doing so, you’ll also change the lives of people.
Because every dog that becomes a member of a loving human family leaves an indelible mark on that
family. That’s the power of our friend the dog -- and it's a mighty power, indeed.
Hug your pup for me!
http://www.dogster.com/the-scoop/kenn-bell-dog-files-hero-dogs-of-9-september-11-animal-planet
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“Hero Dogs of 9/11” Celebrates Canines Who Heeded the Call
September 6, 2013

Where were you on Sept. 11, 2001?
Eleven years ago I was getting ready to go to what I thought would be another day of my high school
junior year. My mom had the news on the television in her room.
"Something has happened," she said.
I remember looking at the screen. There was a live feed of the World Trade Center, dark smoke
billowing from one of the towers. It looked like a sequence from a movie.
We listened to the news on the radio in the car on the way to school. On the opposite coast, in
California, it hardly seemed real. The school administration called a special assembly. We sat huddled in
the gymnasium, quiet with confusion, fear, and dread.
The profoundness of the day's tragedy slowly settled in. The towers collapsed, the word "terrorist" rose
among the din of news reporters, and heroes were born.
On that day, 10,000 emergency workers sprang into action. Among those, 300 were humble dogs. Dogs
trained for search and rescue, dogs trained to sniff bombs, and dogs trained to help comfort and heal -they dutifully set about the task of helping out their human friends.
Hero Dogs of 9/11 is a documentary based on Dog Files' founder Kenn Bell's viral video short. It's an
hour-long special chronicling the lives and actions of the 300 dogs who were at what's now known as
Ground Zero the day the landscape of the United States changed forever. In honor of the event's 12th
anniversary, Animal Planet will premiere the documentary on Tuesday, Sept. 10, at 8 p.m. EST/PST.
To commemorate 9/11, the dogs who worked at Ground Zero, and the dedication of Dog Files' Kenn
Bell to making sure these canine heroes receive the recognition they deserve, Dogster will host a
Twitter question and answer with Bell before, during, and after the airing of the documentary. Use
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#HeroDogsQA, #Dogster, #Dogfiles and @Dogster and @DogFiles. Please join us in this opportunity to
discuss the importance these unsung heroes played on the day that shook the U.S. to its core.
Will you tune in?
http://www.dogster.com/the-scoop/hero-dogs-of-9-september-11-documentary-premiere-animalplanet-twitter-kenn-bell

TV shows we’ll be watching in September
August 30,2013
The Disneynature movie “African Cats,” following a lions, cheetahs and other felines of the savanna, will
have its network premiere on Animal Planet of September 3.	
  Smitten by kittens? Then you’ll probably
find Animal Planet’s feline edition of “Too Cute!” countdown of the top 20 adorable feline moments hard
to resist. It premieres September 7.	
  Among the programs commemorating the 12th anniversary of the
9/11 disaster, Smithsonian Channel’s “9-11: The Heartland Tapes” tells the tragic story as it unfolded
and was documented by the media outside New York and Washington D.C. (September 8). Animal
Planet’s special “Hero Dogs of 9/11” tells the story of three search-and-rescue canines who saved
lives at the Twin Towers. It’s followed by an encore of “Glory Hounds,” about military working dogs
(September 10). PBS’ “Nova” documentary “Ground Zero Supertower” updates “Engineering Ground
Zero” with a look inside the 104-story One World Trade Center. It airs, fittingly, on September 11.

http://www.mnn.com/lifestyle/arts-culture/stories/tv-shows-well-be-watching-in-september
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Animal Planet to Present Documentary HERO DOGS of 9/11
August 14, 2013
Animal Planet premieres HERO DOGS OF 9/11, a one-hour documentary that pays special tribute to
three survivors of the 9/11 attacks and to over 300 search-and-rescue dogs and workers throughout
the continent that traveled to Ground Zero to help during the crisis and aftermath. These specially
trained dogs searched for survivors trapped in rubble, guided people to safety and comforted those in
need on that fateful autumn day.
HERO DOGS OF 9/11 premieres Tuesday, September 10, at 8 PM (ET/PT) Glory Hounds encores
Tuesday, September 10, from 9-11 PM (ET/PT)
The special also reveals the never-before-seen story of how the courageous dogs found the last
remaining Survivor who was pulled from the rubble 27 hours after the World Trade towers collapsed.
Immediately following HERO DOGS OF 9/11, Animal Planet continues to commemorate canine heroes
with a special re-airing of the two-hour documentary, GLORY HOUNDS, featuring highly trained military
working dogs that use their keen senses of smell to track insurgents and signal for explosive devices in
Afghanistan.
Animal Planet acknowledges and honors service of men and women, along with the dogs, whose heroic
deeds, sacrifice and compassion must not go unnoticed.
http://www.broadwayworld.com/bwwtv/article/Animal-Planet-to-Present-Documentary-HERO-DOGSOF-911-911-20130814

Animal Planet Acquires ‘Hero Dogs Of 9/11’
July 24,2013
Animal Planet has acquired the one-hour special The Hero Dogs Of 9/11 to commemorate the 12th
anniversary of the September 11 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. The
special first ran on Animal Planet in Canada two years ago to mark the attack’s 10th anniversary. The
project, from Toronto-based Kelencontent, details the stories of three World Trade Center survivors,
and the working dogs that saved lives at Ground Zero. More than 300 dogs were used in the rescue and
recovery operation. One of the survivors profiled, who is blind, was led out of the building by his seeing
eye dog. Another, who’d been working at the scene with a bomb-sniffing dog, was pulled from the
rubble by a rescue dog. The third was the last survivor to be discovered by a dog and pulled from the
rubble, 27 hours after the center collapsed.
http://www.deadline.com/2013/07/animal-planet-acquires-hero-dogs-of-911/
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“Hero Dogs of 9/11” Documentary Airing September 10 on Animal Planet
September 9, 2013
On September 10, Animal Planet is scheduled to air a documentary film, “Hero Dogs of 9/11.” The
film was produced by “Dog Files”–an online website and video series (www.dogfiles.com) that is
dedicated to dogs and the people who love them.
Those interested should check local TV stations for programming details. The film features video
interviews of people whose lives were changed by dogs during the terrorist attack on the United States
on September 11, 2001.
Fresh Patch applauds the work of Kenn Bell, producer/director of the video and founder of the website.
Fresh Patch agrees fully with Bell’s goal “to show the world that dogs deserve our love, care and
respect.” Those who miss the documentary on Animal Planet, can check out other great dog videos on
the “Dog Files” website.
http://www.freshpatch.com/hero-dogs-of-911-documentary-airing-september-10-on-animal-planet
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Animal Planet Will Air A One-Hour Documentary Titled ‘The Hero Dogs Of
9/11’
July 24, 2013

	
  
Animal Planet has acquired the rights to The Hero Dogs of 9/11, a one-hour documentary that first
aired on Animal Planet in Canada two years ago, and the network plans to show it here in America to
commemorate the 12th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the Pentagon and World Trade Center.
From Deadline: More than 300 dogs were used in the rescue and recovery operation. One of the
survivors profiled, who is blind, was led out of the building by his seeing eye dog. Another, who’d been
working at the scene with a bomb-sniffing dog, was pulled from the rubble by a rescue dog. The third
was the last survivor to be discovered by a dog and pulled from the rubble, 27 hours after the center
collapsed. The trailer is below. If this documentary is 10% as good as it should be, I am going to end
up melted on the floor in a puddle of tears and human emotion.

http://www.uproxx.com/tv/2013/07/animal-planet-hero-dogs/#ixzz2dwPF4Wtw
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